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The White Birds Poem Analysis
“White Birds” is a poem that was written in August 4, 1891 by Yeats to his lover Gonne a few days after she refused his marriage proposal (Ross). Through the poem, the author (Yeats) was speaking to his girlfriend Gonne about his marital hopes. He wished that they would be transformed into white birds that would help escape the circumstances that were keeping them apart or even pressures that made Gonne turndown his marriage proposal. 
Yeats describes that if they were only transformed into white birds they would depart to the numberless island of the Danaan Shore. In the first stanza, Yeats fantasizes how they would find refuge from the “sadness” of the temporal world. He symbolizes this by the fleeting meteor and the evening star in the second and third line of the stanza. He also states that they would be set free from the “weariness” of mortal love as symbolized by “dreamers” the Rose and the lily in the third line of the last stanza of the poem (Yeats). 
By critically analyzing the poem, one would notice that Yeats employed declarative statements that conceal some rhetorical questions in the poem. For example, in the last line of the first stanza, the author states that sadness which may never die has awakened in their hearts. While he was wishing that they could be transformed into white birds, he seems to wonder why Gonne decided to turn down his marriage proposal. 
The “why” in his mind poses a rhetorical question that instead makes his thoughts reflect more on what could have happened if Gonne accepted the marriage proposal. In fact, Yeats expresses a desperate escapist desire to an extent of dreaming how they would depart to the “numberless-island of the Danaan Shore” where time would forget them. The first two lines of the third stanza succinctly describe Yeats wishes. The phrase “Time would forget us and sorrow come near us no more” also deepens the depiction of the setting into a metaphor. 
Deictic Analysis
The use of the word “were we” in the last line of the last stanza serves to emphasize the deictic function of the word “we” that rhymes in the second line of the first stanza. It is also important to note that the deictic function grounds the poem not in a particular person, but on “we” that stands for both the author (Yeats) and his girlfriend (Gonne). 
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